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An Integrated Report on Architectural Principles, Structural Engineering, and Historical 

Styles 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Chapter 1: Briefing Document: A Synthesis of Architectural Art and Science 

1.0 Introduction 

This briefing document provides a unified overview of architecture, a discipline that exists at the 

confluence of aesthetic theory, historical precedent, and the unyielding principles of structural 

engineering. Its strategic importance lies in synthesizing these distinct yet interconnected fields 

into a single, accessible framework. It is crucial to understand that these are not separate 

domains, but rather intertwined aspects of a single endeavor. By examining the conceptual 

elements of design, the scientific laws of structure, and the chronological evolution of style, this 

report offers a holistic perspective on the built environment. What follows is a summary of the 

core findings that form the foundation of this integrated analysis. 

1.1 Executive Summary 

This report synthesizes critical insights from foundational texts in architecture and structural 

engineering. The central theme is that successful architecture is an inextricable blend of artistic 

vision, scientific necessity, and historical context. The key takeaways are as follows: 

 Design is Governed by Foundational Principles: As articulated by Francis D.K. Ching, 

all architectural composition is shaped by the interplay of Form (geometry and scale), 

Space (the medium of human experience), and Order (the harmonization of elements like 

symmetry and hierarchy). These principles are the conceptual language of architecture. 

 Structure is the Science of Physical Reality: A building's ability to stand is non-

negotiable and governed by two core requirements: Safety (preventing collapse) and 

Serviceability (preventing undue deformation). These are achieved by managing 

fundamental forces through the principle of Equilibrium, which dictates how structures 

behave under Compression, Tension, Bending, and Shear. 

 Historical Styles Inform Contemporary Practice: Architectural history reveals a 

continuous evolution of expression driven by cultural values, religious beliefs, and 

technological advancements. From the monumental simplicity of Ancient Egypt to the 

soaring vaults of Gothic cathedrals and the classical revival of the Renaissance, each style 

offers a precedent and a lesson in the application of design principles and structural 

limitations. 

 Materials and Elements Dictate Possibilities: The theoretical and physical aspects of 

architecture are realized through tangible Structural Elements (beams, columns, arches, 

trusses) and Materials (concrete, steel, timber, masonry). The inherent properties, 

advantages, and disadvantages of each material directly influence a building’s form, 

longevity, and aesthetic potential. 

1.2 The Foundational Principles of Architectural Design 

Understanding the core conceptual elements that define architectural composition is of 

paramount strategic importance. As articulated by Francis D.K. Ching, these principles of form, 

space, and order are what elevate design from mere construction to a discipline that profoundly 
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shapes human experience. What this reveals is that architecture's power lies in its ability to 

provide not only shelter but also meaning. They provide the fundamental language for creating 

structures that are not only functional but also aesthetically coherent and emotionally resonant. 

 Form: Beyond Aesthetic Appeal In architectural theory, form is not simply a matter of 

visual allure; it embodies the fundamental geometry, shape, and scale that define a 

creation. Ching's analysis reveals that form is a primary tool for shaping both the user 

experience and the practical functionality of a built environment. The interaction of 

different forms within a composition dictates how light enters, how movement flows, and 

how the overall structure is perceived, making it a crucial determinant of a building's 

success. 

 Space: The Essence of Experience Space is the central and most profound element of 

architectural design. It is the medium within which human life unfolds. The significance 

of spatial configuration lies in its power to influence behavior, emotion, and social 

interaction. From an engineering perspective, these 'defined spaces' are also defined load 

paths; the grand hall that inspires awe is simultaneously a complex structural system 

transferring immense dead and live loads to its foundations. Ching’s work meticulously 

illustrates how spaces are defined by physical boundaries, connected to create journeys, 

and ultimately experienced by inhabitants. The organization of space—from an intimate 

room to a grand public hall—is the very essence of the architectural endeavor. 

 Order: Harmonizing the Elements Order provides the framework for achieving 

equilibrium and coherence in a design. It involves the deliberate arrangement of elements 

according to guiding principles such as symmetry, hierarchy, and proportion. These 

concepts create cohesive and harmonious architectural compositions, ensuring that the 

various parts of a building relate to each other and to the whole in a logical and visually 

satisfying way. Order is the intellectual structure that underpins aesthetic harmony. 

These conceptual principles give an architectural vision its soul, but it is the science of structural 

engineering that gives it a body capable of withstanding the immutable laws of physics. This 

tension between the ethereal and the material is a recurring theme in the history of the built 

environment. 

1.3 The Science of Structure: Core Engineering Concepts 

Structural engineering is the essential science that translates architectural vision into physical 

reality. An understanding of its fundamental principles is crucial for any professional involved in 

the built environment, as these concepts govern a building’s ability to safely stand and function 

as intended. Without a sound structure, even the most brilliant architectural concept remains an 

unrealizable dream, a mere sketch on paper. 

 Core Requirements: Safety and Serviceability Every structure must satisfy two non-

negotiable criteria. Safety is the primary requirement that the structure must not 

collapse, either in whole or in part, under expected loads. Serviceability is the 

requirement that the structure does not deform unduly, which includes preventing 

excessive deflection (bending), cracking, or vibration during its use. Both are essential 

for the integrity and usability of a building. 

 Fundamental Behaviors of Structures In response to the forces and loads placed upon 

them, structural elements exhibit four primary behaviors. It is crucial to understand that 
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while we speak of forces like compression and tension, these terms also describe the state, 

or behavior, of a structural part subjected to those forces. 

Structural 

Behavior 
Definition 

Compression The state of a structural element being squashed by an applied load. 

Tension The state of a structural element being stretched by an applied load. 

Bending 
The deformation that occurs when a structural element, such as a beam, is 

subjected to a load, causing it to sag or hog. 

Shear 
A cutting or slicing action that causes a structural element to break or fail 

across its section. 

 The Language of Structures Structural engineers use precise terminology to describe 

the effects of loads on a building. 

o Force: An influence on an object that may cause movement, such as the weight 

of people or the push of wind. 

o Reaction: An opposing force that occurs at a support in response to the 

downward or horizontal forces transmitted by a structure. 

o Stress: The internal pressure at a given point within a structural element, 

measured as force per unit area. 

o Moment: A turning effect, calculated as a force multiplied by the perpendicular 

distance from its line of action to a point. 

 The Principle of Equilibrium The science of structures is grounded in Newton's Third 

Law: "For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction." For a building to be 

stationary, all forces acting upon it must be in a state of balance, or equilibrium. This 

principle is governed by three rules: 

1. Vertical Equilibrium: The total force acting upwards must equal the total force acting 

downwards. 

2. Horizontal Equilibrium: The total force acting to the left must equal the total force acting 

to the right. 

3. Moment Equilibrium: The total clockwise turning moment about any point must equal 

the total anticlockwise moment about that same point. 

These timeless principles of force and balance are not abstract theories; they are the physical 

laws that have been empirically tested and applied by builders for millennia, shaping the 

architectural expression of each historical era. 

1.4 A Chronological Journey Through Architectural Expression 

Architectural history provides the essential context for understanding contemporary design. It 

is a record of humanity's evolving aspirations, revealing how dominant styles have been driven 
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by shifts in culture, religion, and, crucially, technology. Each era builds upon the last, creating a 

rich visual and structural lineage that informs the practice of architecture today. 

 From Antiquity to the Middle Ages The journey begins with Prehistoric architecture 

(c. 11,000 BCE), exemplified by monumental stone formations like Göbekli Tepe and 

Stonehenge, which demonstrate an early mastery of geometry. Ancient Egyptian 

architecture (c. 3050 BCE) focused on massive tombs and temples built with granite and 

limestone, engineered for permanence. Classical architecture (c. 700 BCE – 476 CE) 

from Greece and Rome introduced a rational order based on symmetry, proportion, and 

the iconic column orders (Doric, Ionic, Corinthian); the Romans further advanced this 

style with the invention of concrete and the widespread use of the arch and dome. The 

rise of Christianity led to Early Christian and Byzantine styles, which adapted the 

Roman basilica form for churches, culminating in masterpieces like the Hagia Sophia. 

This period transitioned into Romanesque architecture (c. 1000-1150 AD), 

characterized by thick walls, sturdy columns, and the defining use of the round arch. 

 The Soaring and the Grand Gothic architecture (c. 1100-1450 AD) represented a 

dramatic shift, replacing the heavy, earthbound forms of the Romanesque with structures 

that soared towards the heavens. This was made possible by key innovations: the pointed 

arch, the ribbed vault, and the flying buttress. The structural implication here is 

profound: the flying buttress was a brilliant solution to counteract the outward thrust 

generated at the base of the arches, a direct application of Newton's law of Equilibrium 

that allowed for thinner walls, vast stained-glass windows, and unprecedented height. In 

contrast, Renaissance architecture (c. 1400-1600 AD) marked a return to the principles 

of classical antiquity. Driven by a revival of Greek and Roman ideals, it emphasized 

symmetry, proportion, and pure geometry, rejecting Gothic complexity in favor of 

harmonious, rational order as seen in structures like St. Peter's Basilica. 

 The Ornate and the Modern The Baroque style (c. 1600-1830 AD) evolved from the 

Renaissance, embracing its classical forms but infusing them with drama, opulence, and 

dynamic, irregular shapes. It was a style meant to inspire awe, exemplified by the Palace 

of Versailles. Rococo (c. 1650-1790 AD) emerged as a lighter, more graceful final phase 

of the Baroque, focusing on elegant white buildings with sweeping curves and intricate 

interior decoration. Later, the Art Nouveau movement (c. 1890-1940 AD) reacted 

against industrialization, drawing inspiration from the natural, organic forms of plants 

and flowers. Parallel to this, revivalist movements like Neo-Gothic applied historical 

styles to modern buildings, including the earliest skyscrapers, creating a bridge between 

past and present. 

This evolution of styles was not merely aesthetic; it was fundamentally tethered to engineering 

reality. The soaring voids of a Gothic cathedral were a direct consequence of mastering the 

compressive forces within a pointed arch, just as the grand domes of Rome were born from the 

invention of concrete—demonstrating that every stylistic leap is ultimately enabled by a new 

understanding of structural elements and materials. 

1.5 The Building Blocks: Structural Elements and Materials 

The selection of appropriate materials and the design of structural elements are critical decisions 

that bridge architectural theory and physical reality. These choices directly impact a building's 

form, its functional performance, and its ability to endure over time. 
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 Common Structural Elements 

o Beams: Horizontal elements designed to support loads from floors or walls and 

transmit them to columns or walls. They are primarily subjected to bending and 

shear. 

o Columns: Vertical loadbearing elements that typically support beams or other 

columns. They are primarily subjected to compression. 

o Slabs: Wide, relatively shallow horizontal elements designed to form flooring. 

They span between supports and primarily experience bending. 

o Walls: Vertical elements that can be loadbearing (supporting floors and roofs) or 

non-loadbearing (acting as partitions). They primarily resist compression but can 

also resist lateral forces. 

o Foundations: The interface between the building and the ground, designed to 

transfer all loads from the structure safely into the earth. 

o Arches: Curved structural elements that work purely in compression, allowing 

materials weak in tension (like masonry) to span considerable distances. This 

simple element was the key technology that allowed Romanesque architecture to 

flourish and, when refined into the pointed arch, enabled the awe-inspiring 

verticality of the Gothic style. 

o Trusses: Frameworks of individual members connected to form a series of 

triangles, designed so that each member is in either pure tension or pure 

compression. 

 Primary Structural Materials 

o Concrete: A composite material that is very strong in compression but weak in 

tension. It is typically reinforced with steel bars to overcome this tensile 

weakness. Its advantages include durability, fire resistance, and the ability to be 

molded into any shape (in-situ). However, it is heavy, labor-intensive to place, 

and requires time to cure and gain strength. 

o Steel: A metal alloy with high strength in both tension and compression, as well 

as a high strength-to-weight ratio and high stiffness. Steel sections are 

prefabricated, allowing for high quality control and rapid erection. Its primary 

disadvantages are its high cost, poor fire resistance (requiring protection), and 

susceptibility to corrosion if not properly maintained. Slender steel sections are 

also prone to buckling in compression. 

o Timber: A natural material that is lightweight, easy to shape, and has a high 

strength-to-weight ratio. While its strength and stiffness are lower than steel, it 

performs surprisingly well in fires. The main disadvantages are its susceptibility 

to rot and decay if not maintained, and the physical limitations on member size 

imposed by the tree it comes from. 

o Masonry: A term for materials like stone, brick, and block laid in units with 

mortar. Masonry has very high compressive strength, making it ideal for walls, 

columns, and arches. It is durable and has good fire and acoustic properties. Its 
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primary disadvantage is a very low tensile strength, which prevents its use in 

elements that experience significant bending, such as beams or slabs. 

Ultimately, the thoughtful integration of design principles, engineering science, historical 

knowledge, and material properties is what defines the art and science of successful architecture. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Chapter 2: Study Guide for Architectural and Structural Principles 

2.0 Introduction 

As your guide through this material, I have designed the following exercises to help you move 

from passive reading to active comprehension. This section will test your recall of the core 

principles from the briefing document and challenge you to synthesize them, ensuring you have 

a firm grasp of how architectural art and engineering science coalesce in the built environment. 

2.1 Short-Answer Quiz 

Test your knowledge by answering the following questions in 2-3 sentences each, based on the 

information provided in the report. 

1. According to Francis D.K. Ching, how does the concept of 'Form' in architecture extend 

beyond simple aesthetic appeal? 

2. Define the two primary requirements of any structure: 'Safety' and 'Serviceability'. 

3. What was the key technological innovation of Roman architecture that distinguished it 

from Greek architecture? 

4. Explain the difference between a 'Dead Load' and a 'Live Load' and provide one example 

of each. 

5. What are the three defining characteristics of Gothic architecture mentioned in the text? 

6. What is the 'neutral axis' in a beam undergoing bending? 

7. Why is concrete, which is strong in compression, typically reinforced with steel? 

8. Explain the principle of 'moment equilibrium'. 

9. What is the purpose of the formula m = 2j – 3 in the analysis of structural frameworks? 

10. Describe the architectural style known as 'Art Nouveau' and its primary source of 

inspiration. 

2.2 Answer Key for Short-Answer Quiz 

1. According to Ching, 'Form' extends beyond aesthetics to embody the fundamental 

geometry, shape, and scale of a building. These elements are crucial because they interact 

with space to shape user experience and the overall functionality of the built environment. 

2. 'Safety' is the requirement that a structure does not collapse, either entirely or in part. 

'Serviceability' is the requirement that the structure does not deform unduly under use, 

which includes preventing excessive deflection, cracking, or vibration. 
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3. The key technological innovation of Roman architecture was the invention of concrete. 

This material, combined with the extensive use of arches, vaults, and domes, allowed the 

Romans to construct large-scale public buildings like the Colosseum and the Pantheon, 

advancing beyond Greek post-and-lintel systems. 

4. A 'Dead Load' is a permanent load that is always present, such as the self-weight of 

floors, walls, and roofs. A 'Live Load' is a non-permanent, variable load produced by the 

building's occupancy, such as the weight of people and furniture. 

5. The three defining characteristics of Gothic architecture are the pointed arch, the ribbed 

vault, and the flying buttress. These elements worked together to allow for greater 

height, thinner walls, and large stained-glass windows. 

6. The 'neutral axis' is the interface between the compression and tension zones in a beam 

undergoing bending. At this level within the beam's cross-section, there is no stress. 

7. Concrete is strong in compression but very weak in tension. Since bending induces both 

compressive and tensile stresses in a beam, concrete is reinforced with steel bars (which 

are strong in tension) to carry the tensile forces and prevent failure. 

8. The principle of moment equilibrium states that for a stationary object, the total 

clockwise turning moment about any point must be equal to the total anticlockwise 

turning moment about that same point. This ensures the object does not rotate. 

9. The formula m = 2j – 3 is used to determine the internal stability of a pin-jointed 

framework. If the number of members (m) equals 2 times the number of joints (j) minus 

3, the frame is considered stable and is a 'perfect frame'. 

10. 'Art Nouveau' was an architectural movement that reacted against industrialization by 

drawing inspiration from nature. Its buildings are characterized by asymmetrical shapes, 

arches, and intricate decorative surfaces featuring curved, plant-like motifs and mosaics. 

2.3 Essay Questions 

The following questions require a deeper, synthesized understanding of the source material. Note 

that answers are not provided for these prompts, as they are intended to encourage critical 

analysis and reflection. 

1. Using the principles from both Ching's 'Architecture Form, Space, and Order' and 

Garrison's 'Basic Structures', analyze the relationship between an architect's aesthetic 

vision and a structural engineer's practical constraints. How must these two disciplines 

collaborate to create a successful building? 

2. Trace the evolution of structural systems from Classical architecture to the Gothic period. 

Discuss how changes in architectural style (e.g., from round Romanesque arches to 

pointed Gothic arches) were enabled by or demanded new engineering solutions like the 

flying buttress. 

3. Evaluate the statement: "The choice of material dictates the architectural possibilities." 

Discuss this using the advantages and disadvantages of masonry, timber, and steel as 

described in the provided texts. 
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4. Explain the concepts of Shear Force and Bending Moment. Describe how Shear Force 

and Bending Moment Diagrams are used to understand the behavior of a beam under 

load, and what the shape of these diagrams indicates about the type of loading. 

5. Analyze the importance of historical context in architecture, as presented in the timeline. 

How did major societal shifts, such as the rise of Christianity or the Renaissance, 

manifest in the dominant architectural styles of their respective eras? 

2.4 Glossary of Key Terms 

 Bending Moment: The magnitude of the bending effect at any point in a beam. 

 Classical Architecture: Design principles from ancient Greece and Rome, characterized 

by columns, symmetry, and proportion. 

 Compression: The state of a structural element being squashed by an applied load. 

 Dead Load: A permanent load that is always present, such as the weight of floors, walls, 

and roofs. 

 Equilibrium: A state where any force on a stationary object is opposed by another force, 

equal in magnitude but opposite in direction. 

 Form: The fundamental geometry, shape, and scale that define architectural creations. 

 Gothic Architecture: A style characterized by pointed arches, ribbed vaults, flying 

buttresses, and large stained glass windows. 

 Live Load: A non-permanent, variable load produced by the occupancy of a building, such 

as people and furniture. 

 Mechanism: An unstable structural framework having fewer than the required number 

of members to keep it stable (where m < 2j - 3). 

 Moment: A turning effect, defined as a force multiplied by the perpendicular distance 

from the force's line of action to a point. 

 Order: The harmonization of architectural elements through principles like symmetry, 

hierarchy, and proportion. 

 Reaction: An opposing force that occurs at a support in response to the downward forces 

transmitted by a structure. 

 Renaissance Architecture: A style marked by a revival of classical principles, 

emphasizing symmetry, proportion, and geometry. 

 Shear Force: The force tending to produce a cutting or slicing failure at a given point in 

a beam. 

 Space: The pivotal element within architectural design that is defined, connected, and 

experienced, influencing human behavior. 

 Stress: Internal pressure at a given point within a structural element. 

 Tension: The state of a structural element being stretched by an applied load. 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Chapter 3: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

3.0 Introduction 

This section addresses ten of the most common and important questions related to the core 

concepts of architecture and structural engineering discussed in this report. The answers 

provided are synthesized directly from the source materials to offer clear and concise 

explanations for professionals and students alike. 

3.1 Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 

1. What is the central thesis of Francis D.K. Ching's book, 'Architecture Form, Space, 

and Order'? The central thesis is that architectural design is fundamentally shaped by 

the intricate relationship between three core principles: form (the geometry and scale of 

a structure), space (the medium of human experience), and order (the harmonization of 

elements through principles like symmetry and proportion). The book serves as an 

indispensable guide to understanding these foundational elements. 

2. According to the source text, what are the distinct roles of the architect, the structural 

engineer, and the quantity surveyor on a building project? The architect is responsible 

for the design of a building with particular regard to its appearance and environmental 

qualities. The structural engineer ensures the building can safely withstand all forces and 

will not deform unduly. The quantity surveyor is responsible for measuring, pricing, and 

tracking the costs of the work to be undertaken. 

3. What is the difference between 'hogging' and 'sagging' in a beam? 'Sagging' is a 

downward deformation or dip in the middle of a beam, typically occurring in a simply 

supported beam under a central load. 'Hogging' is an upward deformation, where the 

beam "tries to break its back" over an intermediate support, as seen in a continuous beam. 

4. How did the Romans advance architecture beyond the principles established by the 

Greeks? The Romans adopted Greek architectural principles but added their own 

technological innovations, most notably the invention of concrete. This allowed them to 

construct structures with arches, vaults, and domes on a massive scale, such as the 

Colosseum and the Pantheon, which was not possible with the Greek post-and-lintel 

system. 

5. What is the 'point of contraflexure' and what does it signify on a Bending Moment 

Diagram? The point of contraflexure is the point in a beam where the nature of its 

deflection switches from sagging to hogging (or vice versa). On a Bending Moment 

Diagram, this is the point where the bending moment profile crosses the zero line, 

indicating a shift from positive to negative bending moment (or vice versa). 

6. Why is a triangular arrangement of members the most basic stable structure in a 

framework? A triangular arrangement of three members connected by pin joints is the 

most basic stable structure because it is rigid. Unlike arrangements with more sides (e.g., 

a square), the geometry of a triangle cannot change or deform without changing the 

length of its members, making it inherently stable. 
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7. What are the three primary methods for ensuring the lateral stability of a 'real' 

building structure? The three primary methods are: 

1. Shear walls/stiff core: Using stiff, strong concrete walls (often around stairwells 

or lift shafts) to resist all lateral forces. 

2. Cross-bracing: Adding diagonal members to the "squares" of a structural frame 

to form triangles, which prevents the frame from deforming under lateral loads. 

3. Rigid joints: Making the connections between beams and columns strong and stiff 

enough to prevent relative movement, thereby resisting lateral forces. 

8. What is the difference between a 'statically determinate' and a 'statically 

indeterminate' structure? A 'statically determinate' structure is one that can be fully 

analyzed using the three basic rules of equilibrium (vertical, horizontal, and moment 

equilibrium). A 'statically indeterminate' structure has more restraints (supports or 

redundant members) than are necessary for stability and cannot be solved using 

equilibrium equations alone, requiring more advanced analytical techniques. 

9. What are the key advantages of using steel as a structural material? Steel's key 

advantages include its high strength in both tension and compression, high strength-to-

weight ratio, and high stiffness. It allows for pre-fabrication with high quality control, 

rapid erection, and can create elegant, slender structures. 

10. Can you explain the difference between a 'point load' and a 'uniformly distributed load' 

(UDL)? A 'point load' (or concentrated load) is a load that acts at a single point, such as 

a column resting on a beam. A 'uniformly distributed load' (UDL) is a load that is evenly 

spread along a length or across an area, such as the self-weight of a floor slab or the load 

from people and furniture in a room. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Chapter 4: Timeline of Architectural History 

4.0 Introduction 

The following timeline provides a chronological overview of major architectural styles, from 

prehistoric origins to the early 20th century. This historical progression illustrates how design 

has continuously evolved in response to profound cultural, technological, and societal changes, 

with each era leaving an indelible mark on the built environment. 

4.1 Timeline of Major Architectural Styles 

Era / Style Approximate Dates Key Characteristics & Examples (from source text) 

Prehistoric 

Architecture 
c. 11,000+ years ago 

Use of natural materials like earth and stone; 

monumental geometric formations. Examples: Göbekli 

Tepe (Turkey), Stonehenge (England), cliff dwellings 

of Mesa Verde (USA). 
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Ancient 

Egyptian 

Architecture 

3050 BCE – 900 

BCE 

Monumental pyramids, temples, and tombs constructed 

from granite and limestone for durability; intricate 

hieroglyphics and carvings; precision construction 

without mortar. 

Classical 

Architecture 

(Greek) 

700 BCE – 146 BCE 

Emphasis on symmetry, proportion, and rational 

order. Defined by the use of columns on the façade, 

specifically Doric (simple, strong), Ionic (slender, 

elegant), and later Corinthian. Example: The 

Parthenon. 

Classical 

Architecture 

(Roman) 

44 BCE – 476 CE 

Adopted Greek principles but were more elaborate, 

featuring Corinthian and composite columns. Key 

innovations include the invention of concrete and the 

widespread use of arches, vaults, and domes. 

Examples: The Colosseum, The Pantheon. 

Early Christian 

Architecture 
373 AD – 500 AD 

Emerged in Rome and Constantinople; characterized 

by the reuse of materials (columns, marbles) from 

Roman ruins. Developed the basilica form for 

churches, with a central nave and aisles to 

accommodate large congregations. 

Byzantine 

Architecture 

c. 527 – 1453 AD 

(Peak during the reign 

of Justinian, 527–565 

AD) 

Centered in Constantinople ("New Rome"); influenced 

by Roman architecture but developed unique forms, 

most notably the use of massive domes. Example: 

Hagia Sophia. 

Romanesque 

Architecture 
1000 AD – 1150 AD 

Inspired by Roman architecture; defined by thick 

walls, round arches, sturdy columns, and barrel 

vaults. Served as a transition to the Gothic style. 

Gothic 

Architecture 
1100 AD – 1450 AD 

Evolved from Romanesque; defined by the use of 

pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and flying buttresses. 

Emphasized height, light, and large stained-glass 

windows. Example: Notre-Dame de Paris. 

Renaissance 

Architecture 
1400 AD – 1600 AD 

A revival of classical Greek and Roman principles; 

characterized by an emphasis on symmetry, 

proportion, and geometry, using columns, arches, and 

domes. Examples: Florence's Duomo, St. Peter's 

Basilica. 

Baroque 

Architecture 
1600 AD – 1830 AD 

Known for grand, opulent churches with irregular 

shapes, extravagant ornamentation, and dramatic use 

of light and shadow (chiaroscuro). French Baroque 

blended this with classical restraint. Example: Palace 

of Versailles. 
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Rococo 

Architecture 
1650 AD – 1790 AD 

A final, lighter phase of the Baroque period. 

Characterized by elegant white buildings with 

sweeping curves, scrolls, vines, and shell-like shapes, 

with a primary focus on lavish interior design. 

Example: Catherine Palace. 

Art Nouveau 1890 AD – 1940 AD 

A reaction against industrialization, drawing 

inspiration from natural, organic forms. Characterized 

by asymmetrical shapes, arches, and decorative 

surfaces with curved, plant-like motifs. 

Neo-Gothic 1905 AD – 1930 AD 

A revival of Gothic ideas adapted to modern buildings, 

including skyscrapers. Features strong vertical lines, 

pointed arches, decorative tracery, and gargoyles. 

Example: The 1924 Tribune Tower in Chicago. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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